Dear Colleagues,

MRC SUPREMO – a Phase III randomised trial to assess the role of adjuvant chest wall irradiation in intermediate risk breast cancer after mastectomy.

The SUPREMO team would like to wish everyone a Happy New Year and hope you all enjoyed a break over the festive period.
We are very pleased to report that 2011 was our highest recruiting year since the study opened to recruitment in 2006.  In total 355 patients were randomised throughout the year bringing the total to 1289 with the best recruiting site being Belfast City Hospital who recruited 15 patients during 2011.  The SUPREMO team would therefore like to thank all sites for their hard work and commitment to the trial.  However we still need another 311 patients to be randomised in order to meet our recruitment target of 1600 patients by December 2012.
The SUPREMO team would like to congratulate the following research teams at the following sites for randomising their first subjects to the trial during December:

· Dr Wendy Ella, Alice Pitcher and Trina Corbett at Basildon Hospital.

· Dr Lubna Bhatt, Edith Curran, Shirley Cocks and Stephanie Ridgway at Tameside General Hospital, Ashton-under-Lyne.

· Professor Neville Davidson, Dr Vivienne Loo and Kathy Rooke at the Chelmsford and Essex Centre

· Dr Steven David, Dr Mary Dwyer, Catherine Healy, Lisa Selbie and Dr Jessica Faggian from the Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre at Moorabbin, Australia. This is the first TROG (Tasman Radiation Oncology Group) site to recruit a patient following the funding received from Cancer Australia in 2011.
Tissue Block Collection
Out of the 1289 patients recruited to date 1017 have consented to donate tissue for TRANS-SUPREMO.  We are pleased to report that the laboratory based in Edinburgh has 854 of these samples to date.
In addition, the 1000th pathology block (for either TRANS-SUPREMO or the pathology QA) has been received at the Edinburgh laboratory so we would like to thank our sites for sending these through.

If you have any questions relating to the TRANS-SUPREMO or cardiac sub-studies please can you direct them to Tammy Piper (trobson@staffmail.ed.ac.uk or transsupremo@ed.ac.uk) and Julian Lipscombe (jlipscombe@nhs.net) who will both be available to answer these queries.

Thanks are also due to the research teams at the following centres who have randomised patients to SUPREMO in December [patients in December/ total patients recruited to date by site]:
 

Dr Juliette Loncaster, Christie Hospital Manchester (3/52)

Dr Win Soe, Wrexham Maelor Hospital (2/12)


Dr Andrew Goodman, Royal Devon and Exeter Foundation Trust (2/4)
Dr Nicola Russell, Antoni Van Leeuwenhoekziekenhuis (1/40)

Dr Jackie Clarke, Belfast City Hospital (1/29)

Dr Nihal Shah, Mount Vernon Cancer Centre (1/24)

Dr Richard Welch, Royal Bolton Hospital (1/23)

Dr Neil Bayman, Wigan Royal Albert Edward Infirmary (1/15)

Dr John Henry Maduro, University Medical Centre Groningen (1/15)
Dr Mary Quigley, Barking, Havering & Redbridge Hospitals NHS Trust (1/14)

Dr Jonathan Hicks, Wishaw General Hospital (1/13)

Dr Abbas Chittalia, Stepping Hill Hospital, Stockport (1/12)

Dr Mohini Varughese, Taunton and Somerset NHS Foundation Trust (1/9)
Dr G Truc, Centre Georges-Francois-Leclerc (1/9)

Dr Juliette Loncaster, Pennine Acute Hospitals NHS Trust (1/8)

Dr Julie Walther, Yeovil Hospital (1/6)

Dr Fiona Roberts, Mid Yorkshire Hospitals NHS Trust (1/4)


Dr Charlotte Abson, Medway Maritime Hospital (1/2)

1295 patients have now been randomised to the trial.  We are getting closer and closer to reaching our next milestone of 1300 subjects and we would like to carry on the momentum of recruitment during 2012.

 

With kind regards,
Professor Ian Kunkler 
Chief Investigator, MRC/EORTC SUPREMO trial 
